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& Gottwild's position with respect to Moscow has been setting weaker since 
the end of 1947. The February covp was arranged and directed by Rudolf 
Slansky, who of course allotted a distinguished rele to Gottwald. In 
March, however, a conflict developed wien the Farty was selecting a new 
man to succeed Benes as President of. the Republic. Cottwald Uas nost 
unwilling to be chosen, knowing very well that the importance of the 
President 1s mich less than that of the Prine Hinister. Tt is said 
that he became (and still is) subject to crying spells and that he is 
often 121 and has to be isolated somotires for a period of several days. 
On the day of his election to the presidency his wife passionately in- 
Sisted on moving to Prarue Castle the same day. She has been the object of 
sharp eriticism by the wives of the other Cormunist ministers, Gottwald 
has tried hard as President to maintain his vanishing influence, For 
instance, he ordered that he bo supplied with an exact program before 
every session of the Government and. of the Central Action Committee. 
This was complied with and his notes were acknowledged, but latoly they 


have been disreganiad, °. 


b. The wedding of. Gottwald's daughter with Minister Alexei Cepicka was por 
formed with great pomp and splendor and thereby caused a great deal of 
criticism by the Czech reople. This “dynastic” wedding failed to atrengthen 
Cepicka's position, He reached his createst prominence during the February 
coup. Today ha cecupies himself with carrying out measures directed against 
the Catholic Church and Archbishop Beran, His former political activities 
have been for the rost part transferred to Slansky. He has no say whatever 
in natters of foreion policy. 


ce. It Is to be noted that Gottwald, an old member of the Folitbureau, is not 
losing influence very rapidly on the surface. Proof of this is his journey 
to the Crimea. There will be further occasions, especially in foreign 
politics, when his name will be heard, tut there will always be somebody 
at his side to direct his steps, as, for instance » did Geminder on the 
Crimean trip. 
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Vaclev Nose, Minister of the Interior 


a. Nosek's weakness is well knowm. Ye is not a naive politician, but he 

has many weaknesses, the principal one being that he spent all six years 
of his wartime exile in London instead of Moscow. In cammittes meatings 
of Parldanent in 1946 and 1947 he spoke warmly of the character of the 
people of London and ef the London Police, at a time when the Czech Police 
were being criticized. These words wre noted and have net been forgotten. 

_ By the beginning of 1948 he no longer carried any weight, and it is now 
said of him in jest that he no longer has the power to send anybody to 
prison or got anybody out of it. He attends Government sessions, a9 is 
his duty, but does not sneak there except to recommend measures in his 
own ministry very bricfly. . 


», The Ministry of the Interior is actually conducted by a croup of persons, 
of whom Jindrich Vesely, who is formally subordinate to General Janda and 
te Nosek, has the greatest anthority. He is the highest authority in all 
matters pertaining to the Ministry of the Intertor and is in absolute con- 
trol of the Secret Folice. During the tine of "Special Emergency”, i. ©. 
after the death of Dr. E. Benes, Vesely created a special new Police Corps . 
of 1,200 men for the purpose of guarding and alse watehine the Ministers 
and other prominent politicians, After the eseape of Dr. Zenkl the body- 
guards of Ministers were changed every few days and the posts guarding 
their living quarters every few hours. In the intelligence section of 
Vesely's office is a certain Major Bedrich Pokorny. Souree, who knows 
him personally, describes him as a common assassin who has imprisoned and 
frequently deporte unwanted people. Nosek is frequently informed of in 
portant events (the decision of which theoretically resta with him) only 
several days after they have happened. 


Dr, Dolansky seems to belong to Gottwald's group, like Nosek. Scurce has 
known him from childhood and —s want to school with him. Dolansky has been 

a Communist sinea 1922 and spent six years in a concentration camp during the 
war. le is a serious worker in economic problems and sess Commmnism from an 
idealistic point of view. Fischl, who was appointed (at Slansky's instiga- 
tion) to asgist him on 1 January 1948, actually wields the real authority 

in the Ministry. Dolansky has been hard put to it to hold his own, and 

lately he has even given support to some of Slansky's wilder surpestions. 

It is possible that.in case of a reshuffling of the Government, Dolansky will 
be veniaced by Fischl. Dolansky, who underwent political scheoling in Moscow 
before the war, formally belongs to the inner staff of the Party, bot he is by 
no means in the innermost eirele, He 4s in poor health and is tired, and source 
believes that he wuld like to relinquish his position if he can do so decently 
and quietly. 


ister of Foreien Affairs 


Dr. Vlado Clementis still belonged ‘to Gottwald's group a few months ago, but 
since that time he has turned to the Cominformists, leaving the so~callied right 
wing of the Party for good, and is now eultivating Slaneky's friendship. He, 
of course, sms the dominant personality in the Ministry of Foreien Affairs even 
when he was still Secretary of State in the Ministry under Masaryk. He is dili- 
cent and clever and is a good speaker, However, source considers him demagogic 
and completely unscrupulous. He is enormously ambitious and likes to surround 
hinself with great luxury. . 
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25X1A2g 
Julius Duris, Minister of Agriculture 


Duris was more of an anarchist than a Communist before the war. He is described 
as having the manners of a Hungarian country pentleman. At the elections in 
1946 he is credited with zaining much of the farm vote for the Party by promis- 
ine to the small farrers and those without land of their own the land of the big 
landowers. He rapeated this promise at hundreds of rublic meetings and in 
Parliament. He supported the idea of private landownership (for small farmers) 
and even got a pararraph dealing with it included in the constitution. However, 
the verdict of the Coninform against Tito and his apricultural poliey came as a 
sreat blow to Duris, whe became the subject of similar eriticisms fram Moscow. 
Dr. Kotatko, a leading figure in the Ministry, left the offies to become chair- 
man of the agricultural cooperatives, the so-called "Kolehozy". Duric went to 
Moscow to defend himself, but even after this his position renained shaken. It 
is completely up to Slansky whether and how long Duris will rerain in office. 


Vilian Sirokr 


Siroky, leader of the Slovak Conmunists, has been drawing closer to Gottvald’s 
gfroup since last summer. He is known to bs opposed to terrorism and is con= 
sidered a humane and decent rerson. Whereas in Bohemia and Moravia about 50,000 
peorle lost their jobs as a result of the February coup, few were affected in 
Slovakia, and even people who were shown to be Lottrich's followers sot off with 
punitive transfers to other tows. It is considered likely that Siroky, in 
spite of his membership in the Cominform, will presently ba replaced by some 
more radical personality. 


Zdenek Ficrlinser, Deputy Prime, pister 


Inmediately after the coup, as soon as Fierlinger had slavishly completed his 
mission, his influence began to decline rapidiy. Now he has been deserted by 
both Communists and (former) Soelal Demucrats, He is completely without in- 
fluence, as ke is yell aware, and even his former direct connection with Moscow 
has been cut. 


Dr. John, a friend of Fierlinser, was promised a hicher position by Cepicka 
before the cour. He hoped. to become Minister of Foreien Trade or of Industry 
but today is still Chairman of Parliament. In October 1948 he expressed his 
disgust to a friend over the vosition of Parliament, which has becoma a super- 
fluous institution, John appears at coremonies end is allowed to do such things 
as malcine a speech at the grave of Dr. Benes or introducing important bills in 
Parliament. He is very ambitious and able, but has no opportunity to prove hime 
self at present. Althougi he had promised his friends before the coup that he 
would put up all possible resistanea, he continuslly changed his political lines 
after the end of 1947 and tried to adant himself to the new course set by the 
Commnists. Even in 4rril. 1948, he was still able to talk of the abeslute 
necessity of maintaining human and democratic riphts, but today he is a willing 
and servile teol of the Communist Party, Since he is very clever and elastic, 
however, source would not be surprised if he were to intrigue against the regime 
at some future date if he thouehtthis would be advantageous to himaslf and that 
the outcome was assured, — . 
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